Malignancy arising in extraovarian endometriosis during estrogen stimulation.
Endometriosis can undergo estrogen-dependent changes similar to endometrium and may carry a risk of developing hyperplasia and carcinoma during unopposed estrogen stimulation. We reviewed the existing literature to analyze the potential of a malignancy arising from extraovarian endometriosis by estrogen stimulation. To our knowledge, there are 20 published cases so far, with a malign transformed endometriosis during estrogen stimulation at an extraovarian site. The most common site of malignancy arising from endometriosis was the vagina (n = 5). The most common histological finding was adenocarcinoma (n = 13). The incidence of malignant transformation in extraovarian endometriosis during unopposed estrogen replacement can not be estimated based upon these case reports. Unopposed estrogen stimulation may lead to premalignant or malignant transformation in the residual foci of endometriosis. Therefore, the addition of progestins to estrogen replacement therapy should be considered in women who have undergone hysterectomy with oophorectomy because of endometriosis, especially if they are known to have residual endometriosis.